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Portsmouth after dinner with the McKennas, who take
him on the Admiralty Yacht to inspect our fortifications
at Gibraltar. He had to say good-bye to the King, and,
fearing he might not get back before dinner, left me the
following letter:

"' DOWNING STREET,

" ' April z8th, 1910.

" ' As you know I am dining with Lloyd George
to-night, at the Savoy, to celebrate the Budget and
go on after dinner with the McKennas to Portsmouth.
If I can, I will look in on the chance of seeing you.
Send all letters through the Admiralty. I am glad to
get away but sorry to leave you. All through these
trying weeks you have been more than anyone
sympathetic, understanding, loyal and loving. I
have felt it much.

" ' I had a good talk with the King this evening
and found him most reasonable.

" ' Ever your own/

" Left alone in Downing Street, I dined with the
Charles Hamiltons on the 5th of May. I saw no posters
in the streets on my return to Downing Street, but was
told afterwards that the news of King Edward's illness
had been advertised in the Strand and Piccadilly.

" Frances Homer telephoned to me early on the
morning of the 6th, and asked me if I was anxious, as she
feared the King was seriously ill. I seized the Times
and read the bulletin of the King's bronchitis signed by
the Drs. Powell and Reid. Realising that this was grave,
I dressed quickly and hurried round to the Palace. I
read in silence the latest bulletin hanging on the wall,
while several of my friends were signing the King's book ;

" ' No progress :   condition causes grave anxiety/

" I felt full of apprehension, and wondered if the
Admiralty Yacht would be in reach of news. I found
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